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THE PREPARATION OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE ROYAL TEMPLE
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ABSTRACT

This study “The Preparation of the Accounts of the Royal Temple in the Suburban Area of
Bangkok” is a survey research. The objective was to study the process and how to prepare the
accounting of the royal temples and to study the performance and quality in the accounting preparation
of the temples in accordance with the Regulation No. 2 (BE 2511). The population used in the survey
was the accountants and individuals involved in the accounting preparation of 17 temples in the
suburban Bangkok. The measurement used in this study was questionnaire, both closed and open-
ended question types. The statistics used in the analysis are the descriptive statistic. The data was
presented in the form of percentage tables to describe the data on the demographic characteristics.
These include the data on the respondents and general information of the royal temples, the accounting
and financial reporting; including the income, expenses, and assets; internal control and accounting
issues.

The study found that the majority of 170 respondents were male, ranging from 45 years old -
55 years old with undergraduate education. Most of them had previous experience in accounting and
they were in monkhood. The temples were situated mostly in Nakhon Pathom and Samutprakarn.
Most of the temples were third-grade royal monasteries.

The accounting rules of the monasteries follow their self-imposed rules. Temple wardens
were responsible for the accounting and reporting of the temples. Abbots were to check the accuracy of
the accounts in the monasteries. Mostly, there was no account auditing of the monasteries from the
outside.

On the income acquisition of the temples, it is found that main source of the funds was
donated through donation boxes for specific causes and merit pay. The second source was renting out
the space in the monasteries. The practice when receiving income for most of the monasteries had been
keeping financial document in an orderly manner. Most of them issued Anuomtnabatr depending on
the request of the donors. Upon the receipt of the money from the donation boxes, most will follow the

previously determined causes. The donation boxes were opened at the scheduled time.



The temples mostly had cash reserved at 3,000 -5,000 baht. Mostly, the pastor kept the cash
while, at some temples, it was kept by the temple wardens. The leftover of the cash reserve would be
deposited with banks under the temples’ names.

On the monasteries’ expense management, most paid cash and files the payment documents
in order. On the protocol for money withdrawal, mostly the temple wardens prepared the withdrawal.
The abbots would mainly authorize the withdrawal from the bank accounts jointly with the committee.

On the temples’ asset regulating, the duty of regulating the temples’ assets belongs to the
monks. The people responsible for the preparation of property records of the monasteries mostly were
the temple wardens. The royal temples’ assets were classified into categories and the monasteries’ land
would be allocated for renting out to different event organizers and to laypeople to build housing.

On the opinions on the regulations of the Office of National Buddhism, the royal temples in
the suburban Bangkok agreed with enforcing different forms on the monasteries to deal with their
benefits and sending the staff to assist in complying with regulations, storing the important of land
documents of the monasteries and issuing the regulations for them to follow.

On the internal control on the proceeds of the monasteries, upon issuing the receipts, there
were accounting on the revenue, recording of the reference numbers, and controlling the
documentation relating to the received funds. Most royal temples balanced their cash in hand with their
accounts every day.

On the internal control on management expenses of the temples, most had the regulations on
utilizing the monasteries’ property. There was a comparison of physical properties with property
records every time. Chattels were recorded on chattel records and real estates were recorded on real
estate records.

On problems and barriers, it was found that there was no division of responsibilities between
the trustees and the accountants in the temples. The lack of division may cause corruption as the
records can be manipulated without anyone’s knowledge. In some monasteries, there was no
document, receipt or Anuomtnabatr documents including revenues received from other sources. The
lack of major documents resulted in no reference code to track the amount of receipts from the
endowment. This may result in property damage because there is no overall control on the property.
Reporting, whether it is revenue, expenditure or inventory, mostly was made annually. The overall

picture, changes, or abnormality is not visible within the temples during the year.
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