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Research Title : The Identity of Phuket and Incentives of Spending for Tourists
Researcher: Bunpa Kamwiset

Year: 2010

Abstract

The purposes of this research are: 1) to study the characteristic identities or
special local characteristics of Phuket that motivate tourists to visit and spend for their
travel ; 2) to compare the levels of the tourists’ motivation in visiting and spending by
their sexes, ages, levels of education, and occupations; 3) to study other special local
characteristics of Phuket that have not yet been developed to be tourist attractions.

The subjects selected by an accidental sampling technique were 500 tourists
visiting in Muang, Kratu, and Thalang districts of Phuket. These subjects include: 1)
280 Thai tourists,

2) 100 foreign tourists, 3) 30 local officers and sellers working in the areas, and 4) 30
tourist guides. The data collected were classified as primary and secondary data. The
instruments used were in-depth questionnaires. The subjects were interviewed on
special local characteristics of Phuket that attract tourists to visit and spend on
traveling costs.
Results From the study shown that:

1. The special local characteristic of Phuket which motivated the tourists
to visit and spend at the highest level are geographical factors. The mean score is
(5( =4.01,SD=0.573 ). The factors that attract the tourists at the lowest level are

social and habitual factors. The mean score is (5( =3.81,SD=10.832 )



2. Generally, there was a significant difference between the subjects’
motivation level in their traveling spending by sexes, ages, levels of education, and
occupations. Males were more interested in varieties of local food whereas females in
Phuket culture, traditions and local costumes. The subjects aged over 61 were
interested in Phuket culture and traditions differently from the younger. The elder, as
well as subjects who were educated with higher bachelors’ degrees, were interested in
geographical features, and beautiful tourist attractions. Retired people, government
officials, and state enterprise officers have high level of motivation in local traditions
and culture.

3. The characteristic identities of Phuket have the potential in
developing Phuket to be economic tourist resource. However, the identities revealed
from society and habitation features have low level of motivation and lack interest and
promotion from tourism authorities.

4. The characteristic identities that are the best selling points and can
most motivate tourists to spend the most and can be developed as sustainable tourist

attractions, are geographical factors, especially the beauty of the sea and beaches

Keywords Identity Island.  Spending tourists. An incentive to spend.

The identity of the city of Phuket Travel expenditures.
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